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January 11, 2026 
 
For your consideration: 
 
I write in enthusiastic support of Lilah Young’s application for admittance into your college 
or university. I have known Lilah for four years, and it is my pleasure to offer this letter of 
recommendation to you on her behalf.  She is a fine young woman who commits herself to 
learning, leading, helping others, and approaching life with a positive attitude.  
 
Lilah was a student in my Integrated Science class during her freshman year, and she was  a 
student in my Geology & Astronomy class during her junior year. She is a quiet leader who 
understands how to help maintain a common focus within a group of diverse personalities 
while working together to accomplish an important task.  She intends to pursue higher 
learning at the college level after she completes her high school education. Lilah, I predict, 
will become a devoted and otherwise outstanding college student. Through admission into 
your college or university, Lilah will be taking a valuable step toward meeting her life’s 
goals.   
 
I have witnessed Lilah demonstrate many outstanding traits as a student and person.  
These traits include an admirable work ethic, a positive approach to life and learning, a 
devotion to follow through until a task is complete, an eager degree of helpfulness to myself 
and her classmates, and an inner desire to learn as much as she can from her studies. 
 
Lilah never wastes time. She applies her abilities to the task at hand right away and 
diligently works until the job is complete, asking questions when she needs clarification or 
is seeking a deeper meaning from a lesson or task. In the science classroom, Lilah has 
shown a respect for the many important processes of science. 
 
In my 48 years in public education, there have been many students who stand out in my 
memory as examples of high-quality leaders and learners. Lilah is one of those students.  
For these reasons, I offer to you my high recommendation of Lilah Young as an applicant for 
admission into your fine institution of higher learning. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Pete Swingle  :   Geology & Astronomy  /  Physics  /  Integrated Science  /  Drama & Theater 
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To the Scholarship Committee, 
 
It is an honor to recommend Lilah Young for your scholarship program. Lilah is an exceptional student 
whose dedication, character, and service to her community make her highly deserving of this opportunity. 
 
For the past two years, Lilah has demonstrated her unwavering dedication and strong work ethic at our 
local food market. Her reliability and responsibility, well beyond her years, have been commendable. She 
has also shown her commitment to her community by volunteering at the livestock auction throughout 
high school, supporting both her peers and local organizations. Her active participation in concession 
stands and fundraising events for her class is a testament to her willingness to contribute to group 
success. 
 
Lilah's personal interests, which include art, jewelry making, paddleboarding, raising pigs, and gardening, 
reflect her diverse skills and well-rounded personality. These hobbies not only showcase her creativity, 
discipline, and care for her environment but also her ability to balance multiple commitments. Her role as 
a trusted babysitter for her family further demonstrates her patience, responsibility, and compassion. 
 
Lilah’s unique blend of academic excellence, community service, and personal growth sets her apart as a 
remarkable candidate for this scholarship. Her ability to not only excel in her studies but also uplift those 
around her is truly commendable. I am confident that she will continue to make a positive impact on her 
community and in her future endeavors. 
 
I strongly recommend Lilah Young for your scholarship award. She embodies the qualities of dedication, 
integrity, and leadership that your program seeks to support. Her unique combination of academic 
excellence, community service, and personal growth makes her a strong contender for this scholarship. 

 

Sincerely,​
 Michael J. Nielson Sr. ​

  

US History Teacher/Professor​
 (970) 882-7288 mnielson@dolores.k12.co.us 
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