










Dear Empire Electric Scholarship Committee, 

I am proud to recommend Marlee Mack for the Empire Electric Scholarship. I have known and taught 
Marlee for the past six months, and during that time I have been consistently impressed by her leadership, 
integrity, and perseverance as a high school senior. 

One of the most notable examples of Marlee’s grit was her decision to join the girls’ basketball team 
despite not having played since middle school. Not only did she step into a competitive environment with 
humility, but she quickly became an important contributor to the team. She maintained a positive attitude 
in challenging situations and served as a unifying presence among her teammates. Her determination and 
willingness to grow demonstrate both courage and strong character. 

Marlee’s leadership is equally evident in the classroom. She has been entrusted with guiding her peers 
and consistently nurtures others in their learning. She completes her responsibilities promptly, participates 
thoughtfully, and models what it means to be dependable and engaged. Her peers naturally look to her for 
direction and encouragement. 

In my more than 20 years of teaching, Marlee ranks in the top 10% of students I have had the privilege to 
teach. She is teachable, compassionate, and firmly grounded in doing what is right. I believe she is highly 
deserving of this scholarship and give her my strongest recommendation. 

Sincerely, 
Justin Redd 

 



Dear Empire Electric,  
 
I would like to recommend Marlee Mack as a recipient of your scholarship. I’m writing in my 
capacity as her high school teacher, FBLA advisor, and track coach. I also want to disclose that 
I am her father, however, the comments of this recommendation reflect my observation of her 
leadership and performances within our school community.  I have had the unique privilege of 
watching Marlee excel in the classroom, lead within our FBLA chapter, and dominate on the 
track—all while maintaining the highest level of character and integrity.  
In the classroom, Marlee exemplifies dedication to educational excellence. She approaches 
every assignment with focus, curiosity, and a genuine desire to learn. She does not settle for 
simply meeting expectations; she consistently strives to exceed them. Her work reflects critical 
thinking, organization, and attention to detail. More importantly, she takes ownership of her 
learning and sets a standard that elevates those around her. 
Marlee’s leadership within our FBLA program has been exceptional. Having served in multiple 
leadership positions, she has demonstrated a natural ability to guide and inspire her peers. She 
is dependable, organized, and always willing to step up when something needs to be done. 
Marlee is deeply committed not only to her own success but to the success of the entire chapter. 
She regularly mentors younger members, helps classmates prepare for competitions, and 
makes herself available to answer questions or provide guidance. Her impact on our program 
extends far beyond her titles—she leads by example. 
One of Marlee’s greatest strengths is her natural public speaking ability. She carries herself with 
confidence and poise, communicating clearly and persuasively. These skills have served her 
incredibly well in FBLA competitions, where she has consistently performed at a high level. 
Whether presenting in front of judges or addressing a group of peers, she speaks with clarity, 
professionalism, and authenticity. 
As an athlete, Marlee is nothing short of extraordinary. She is highly coachable, receptive to 
feedback, and constantly looking for ways to improve. What sets her apart, however, is the work 
she does when no one is watching. She trains year-round, commits herself fully during both 
in-season and off-season, and consistently puts in extra time in the weight room. She ensures 
that every workout is completed, often on her own time, demonstrating a level of discipline that 
is rare among high school athletes. 
Last year, Marlee achieved the remarkable accomplishment of becoming a three-time state 
champion. While this achievement alone speaks volumes about her talent and work ethic, what 
impressed me most was her leadership throughout the season. She modeled determination, 
discipline, and resilience for her teammates. She took younger athletes under her wing, helping 
coach them through challenges and demonstrating what it means to compete with heart and 
integrity. Her influence has strengthened our entire program. 
Marlee Mack is a leader, a scholar, an athlete, and, above all, a person of strong character. She 
approaches every endeavor with determination and humility. I have no doubt that she will 
continue to excel and positively impact every community she becomes a part of. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ivan Mack  
High School Teacher, FBLA Advisor, and Track Coach 


