














Dear Selection Committee,

It is with great pleasure that I write this letter of recommendation for Nicholas Abate for general 
scholarship consideration. I have known Nick for several years as a student in multiple classes 
at Dolores High School, and throughout that time he has consistently distinguished himself as 
an exceptional learner and individual.

Nick has completed two of the most challenging courses we offer—College Anatomy and 
Physiology 106 and College Biology 105. Both courses are college-accredited and demand a 
high level of academic rigor, critical thinking, and self-discipline. Nick rose to these challenges 
with confidence and determination. He consistently produced academic work of the highest 
quality, demonstrating strong observational skills, logical reasoning, and effective problem-
solving abilities.

When I think of Nick, the words that immediately come to mind are engaging, intelligent, 
outgoing, and dedicated. He is an active participant in the learning process and brings energy 
and thoughtfulness to classroom discussions. His willingness to think critically and explore 
alternative solutions often added depth to conversations—frequently exceeding expectations for 
a high school student.

One of Nick’s greatest strengths is his ability to self-advocate. He takes ownership of his 
education and is proactive in seeking clarification or feedback when needed. Nick genuinely 
wants to succeed and is willing to invest the time and effort required to do so. This maturity and 
accountability set him apart from many of his peers.

Nick is a multi-talented individual with a wide range of interests. He balances academic 
excellence with extracurricular involvement, including his role as a member of the varsity soccer 
team. The work ethic and discipline required to compete at a high level athletically are clearly 
reflected in his academic performance. Additionally, his membership in the National Honor 
Society speaks volumes about his commitment to scholarship, leadership, and service within 
our school community.

What I have appreciated most about Nick is his desire to learn and his willingness to be an 
active participant in his own education. He thrives on challenging material and remains engaged 
until he fully understands the content—often helping classmates along the way. Through his 
actions both in and out of the classroom, Nick has earned the respect of his peers and teachers 
alike.

I recommend Nicholas Abate without hesitation. His curiosity, strong work ethic, and intellectual 
maturity will make him a positive addition to any academic program or opportunity he chooses 
to pursue. Please feel free to contact me if additional information is needed.

Respectfully,

Dave Hopcia A.A.S., B.S., M.S. + +
Science Educator Dolores High School
Email dhopcia@dolores.k12.co.us
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