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June 7, 2025 
 
To,  
Members of the Selection Committee 
Empire Electric Scholarship. 
 
I am delighted to write this letter of recommendation for Sophie Eschallier who is applying for the 
Empire Electric Scholarship. I met Sophie in the Spring quarter of 2025 when she enrolled in my 
course ‘INTS 2605: Nuclear Weapons in International Security’ at the Josef Korbel School of 
International Studies in the University of Denver. Sophie is on her way to earning the highest grade 
in the class for her coursework. Sophie is pursuing a highly impressive double major in 
International Studies and Languages, Literatures, and Cultures with a concentration in German at 
the University of Denver. She has exactly the sort of enthusiasm, professionalism, commitment, 
and intellectual curiosity, which is necessary to excel in this scholarship program.  
 
My confidence in Sophie’s ability to excel in the program is based on her excellent performance 
in the course, and her participation in class. The purpose of INTS 2605 was threefold: i. introduce 
students to the history of nuclear weapons, theories of nuclear deterrence, crises, non-proliferation, 
and disarmament, ii. assess if the international nuclear non-proliferation regime has been 
successful in attempting to spread nuclear weapons and iii. train students to pay attention to 
theoretical debates on nuclear politics and how they speak to policy considerations and assess these 
arguments using historical empirical evidence. Sophie’s efforts at all these goals were laudable. In 
her engagements with her peers, she provided sharp feedback, and also displayed a willingness to 
learn from them.  
 
Sophie’s mid-term assignment – a national security memo to President Olaf Scholz of Germany 
on how to respond to Russia’s threats to Europe and Germany was excellently written and 
displayed a skillful analysis of current affairs and nuclear policy. Her final paper is on the 
Euromissiles Crisis and disarmament/anti-nuclear weapons movements in Germany. Sophie’s 
written assignments demonstrate her ability to research historical events using primary sources, 
grasp the challenging material provided in class, and produce mature analysis of the implications 
of global events for nuclear and national security policy. She has received the highest grade in all 
her assignments in this class. I am very confident that Sophie will excel in all her academic 
endeavors and I hope that this this scholarship helps her on this successful academic journey. 
  
In her academic work, as well as her extracurricular activities, Sophie has demonstrated active 
engagement and interest in both the local and international. As the President of the University of 
Denver’s German Language and Culture Club she has demonstrated leadership and administrative 
qualities that make her stand out as a student at the University. Sophie was also the co-founder of 
a societal history project at the Mancos Cedar Grove Cemetery. Interviewing local residents and 
creating a historical database for societal history is an exceptional service to one’s community. 
Sophie’s engagement in that work is very laudable. 
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Sophie is about to go to study abroad at a language immersion program in Germany in the fall 
semester. This experience will no doubt broader her horizons and provide her with the international 
experience that will enrich her both personally and professionally. She is also pursuing a minor in 
socio-legal studies and plans to pursue a law degree after graduation. I have no doubt that she will 
succeed in all her academic and professional endeavors. 
 
In sum, I would strongly recommend that Sophie receive the Empire Electric Scholarship. I am 
confident that the selection committee will be proud of her achievements and lucky to have her as 
a part of the alumni of the program.  
 
Please feel free to contact me at debak.das@du.edu if you would like any additional information 
about Sophie or her application.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Debak Das, PhD. 
Assistant Professor, 
Josef Korbel School of International Studies,  
University of Denver. 
Phone: +1-571-244-2167 
Website: www.debakdas.com 

http://www.debakdas.com/

