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June 7, 2026 
 
 
Empire Electric Association 
Re: Continuing Education Scholarship Application 

To the Empire Electric Scholarship Selection Committee, 

It is my pleasure to write in strong support of Sophie Eschallier’s application for the Empire Electric 
Scholarship. I am a Professor at the Josef Korbel School of Global and Public Affairs at the 
University of Denver, where Sophie has been a student in my Comparative Genocide course this 
year. In a class that grapples with some of the most difficult questions in history, politics, and human 
rights, Sophie has distinguished herself as one of the strongest students I have taught. 

Sophie combines exceptional intellectual ability with a genuine curiosity about the world and a deep 
commitment to learning. She is consistently prepared, thoughtful, and engaged in class discussions, 
and she approaches complex material with both rigor and empathy. Throughout the quarter, she has 
demonstrated a strong ability to connect historical events to contemporary questions of justice, law, 
and human rights. Her contributions regularly elevated our conversations and helped create a richer 
learning environment for her peers. 

One of the qualities I most admire about Sophie is the way she brings her own experiences and 
knowledge into the classroom. Growing up in southwestern Colorado, she brings a perspective that 
is both deeply rooted in place and remarkably expansive in its outlook. During our discussions, she 
has shared valuable knowledge about tribal law, Indigenous histories, and the complex social and 
political histories of Colorado. These contributions consistently enriched our conversations and 
reflected an intellectual maturity that is rare among undergraduate students. Sophie is not only an 
excellent learner; she is someone who helps others learn by encouraging us to think more carefully 
about the communities, histories, and places we inhabit. 

I am particularly impressed by Sophie’s commitment to connecting her education to service and 
community engagement. Whether through her leadership on campus, her study abroad experiences, 
or her long-standing involvement in local historical and educational initiatives, she demonstrates a 
genuine investment in understanding and contributing to the world around her. Even as her studies 
have taken her from rural Colorado to Denver and abroad, she remains deeply connected to the 
values of hard work, community, and public service that shaped her upbringing. 

Beyond the classroom, Sophie has built an impressive record of leadership, service, and academic 
achievement. Maintaining a perfect academic record while pursuing multiple majors and minors, 
studying abroad in Germany, serving as president of the German Language and Culture Club, and 
taking on leadership roles in other campus organizations speaks to both her discipline and her 
ambition. What stands out most, however, is that she approaches these accomplishments with 
humility and a sincere desire to contribute to her communities. 
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I have also been impressed by Sophie’s clarity of purpose as she prepares for the future. Her 
aspiration to attend law school reflects her longstanding commitment to justice, public service, and 
helping others navigate complex institutions and systems. Based on what I have observed in the 
classroom, I have every confidence that she will excel in law school and in whatever professional 
path she ultimately pursues. 

The Empire Electric Scholarship seeks to support students who demonstrate academic excellence, 
strong character, and a commitment to their communities. Sophie embodies all of these qualities. 
She is among the most talented, thoughtful, and dedicated students I have had the privilege to teach, 
and I recommend her for this scholarship with my highest enthusiasm and without reservation. 

Please feel free to contact me if I can provide any additional information. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Marie Berry, Ph.D. 
Professor, Josef Korbel School of Global and Public Affairs 
University of Denver 
Marie.berry@du.edu | (206) 406-5308 
 
 


