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[Echoes of the Empire]

Energy Experts Working for You

THREE RATE CHANGES, BUT NO RATE INCREASES
BY JOSH DELLINGER || GENERAL MANAGER
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Empire Electric Association is a memberowned, non-profit electric distribution
cooperative. We were created by our members, we are owned by our members, and we
exist to serve our members. Part of serving
our members includes ensuring they have
access to reliable and affordable power.
Empire’s board of directors and staff work
hard to see that this is so. That hard work
resulted in no proposed rate increases for
Empire members in 2018. As a member of
Empire, this is good news for me and I hope
it is good news for you as well. My wife and
I have young children and it seems like the
food, clothes and diapers it takes to provide
for them are not getting any cheaper; so, it
is nice to know that at least our electric rates
will not be going up next year.
Though there are no proposed rate
increases, there are a few changes to three
of our tariffs: large power, transmission service and net metering. The large
power tariff is for consumers who require
three-phase service and at least 37.5
kilovolt-amperes of transformer capacity.
This typically includes larger commercial
and industrial loads. Empire currently has
about 100 members served under this tariff. Changes include updating the generation demand, transmission demand and
energy charges to match Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association’s
present rates. Tri-State is Empire’s wholesale power provider, and these charges
are pass-through charges from Tri-State.
Even though updating these pass-through
charges will show up as an increase on the
tariff, in practicality the changes will not
affect the monthly bill. There is a power
cost adjustment (PCA) component that
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allows us to reflect changes in our costs to
purchase power. PCA rates can increase or
decrease depending on whether we have
over or underrecovered our purchased
power costs. Without adjusting the charges
to match Tri-State’s, we would underrecover our costs through the normal
rate components and additional revenue
would be collected through the PCA; but
with these changes, actual costs will be
recovered through the rate components.
Changes to this tariff also include textual
edits meant to add clarity to the tariff.
The transmission service tariff is for
consumers who take service at transmission level voltage (44 kilovolts and above).
This typically includes large commercial
and industrial loads. Empire currently
has two members served under this tariff.
Changes include updating the generation
demand, transmission demand and energy
charges to match Tri-State’s present rates.
Again, these are pass-through charges
from Tri-State, and the same things
noted in the paragraph above about these
charges and the PCA apply to this tariff
as well. Changes also include applying the
discount for installations where no Empire
equipment is involved to the distribution demand component rather than the
current application to the generation and
transmission demand components. Corresponding revenue-neutral increases to
the distribution demand charge and the
discount were also made to complement
this change. Additionally, the distribution
demand window will increase from 15
to 30 minutes. This will potentially be a
cost benefit to members under this tariff
because it lengthens the window in which

demand is measured. Changes also include
textual edits meant to add clarity to the
tariff.
The net metering tariff is for members
who own generators that are connected
behind the meter that serves their home
or business. Empire currently has about
120 members served under this tariff. The
changes are primarily textual edits meant
to add simplicity and clarity to the tariff.
Language better suited to other documents, such as liability and indemnification language, will be removed. A statement that allows Empire to pass through
any Tri-State charges, such as the standby
rate, to those who trigger such charges will
be added. The Tri-State standby rate presently applies only to installations that are
1 megawatt and larger. Empire presently
does not have any net metered installations that large, so this will not currently
affect any net metered members. The annual “true-up” date will be changed from
December 31 to April 30. This will allow
any banked excess generation from the
more productive summer months to be
used throughout the entire winter. Options
for dealing with excess generation will also
be added. One option is to pay out excess
generation at the annual true-up and the
other is not to pay out for excess generation but allow it to roll over indefinitely.
The proposed changes are scheduled to
take effect on January 1, 2018. If you have
questions about rates or any other cooperative business, please give us a call at
970-565-4444 or stop by the Cortez office
located at 801 N. Broadway. Thank you
all for continuing to support your local
electric cooperative.
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JANUARY CO-OP PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS

January Winner: Windmill in the Snow by Mike Porter

Cover of Calendar: La Plata Mountains
Above Mancos by Nikki Hartman

CO-OP CALENDAR
JANUARY 1, 2018 –
New Year’s Day
Office is closed.
JANUARY 2, 2018 –
High school and adult scholarship applications are available.
JANUARY 12, 2018 –
The January 12 meeting of the
EEA Board of Directors will
begin at 8:30 a.m. at EEA headquarters in Cortez. The agenda
is posted 10 days in advance of
the meeting at eea.coop. All
members are reminded that
public comment is heard at the
beginning of the meeting.
JANUARY 15, 2018 –
Martin Luther King Day
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POWER POLES TRANSFORMED INTO RAPTOR PROTECTION
Montezuma Land Conservancy built three raptor perches with aging electric poles that were removed from Empire Electric’s system for safety reasons. The perches reside on Fozzie’s Farm, 83 acres
of donated farmland in Lewis. Many raptors frequent the area, and the perches provide a good place
to spot the prairie dogs populating the area.
In addition to having prairie dogs, the farm is home to 24 desert-friendly Criollo cattle. A primary
purpose of the farm is to demonstrate agricultural operations and provide a community resource to
educate school groups, area farmers and ranchers. Over the past year, MLC worked with High Desert
Conservation District to present onsite workshops on irrigation, soil testing and soil health at the
farm. For more information, contact Travis Custer at 970-565-1664.
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MY CO-OP ADVANTAGE
I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to both Empire
Electric and employees Steve Harris, Shad Bellmire, Tyler Berry
and Nick Podrazik in their assistance in the tranquilizing and relocation of a black bear near Lewis, Colorado, on November 1.
The bear was situated 50 feet up a cottonwood tree in the
backyard of a residence. Its position in the tree posed a risk to
falling and injury to both the bear and to officers.

INFORMATIONAL VIDEOS
Empire created three new videos to help
members understand more about the benefits of membership in a rural electric co-op,
how Empire supports energy efficiency with
its incentives and the programs available to
members interested in renewable energy
generation. These videos are located at www.
eea.coop. You can click on the YouTube link
at the top of the home page or view them on
separate pages throughout the site.

A call to your office explaining the dilemma resulted in the
timely arrival of the above listed employees and their bucket
truck. After an assessment of the situation, your employees
used the bucket truck to gain access to the sedated bear,
securing it to prevent it from falling and gently lowered it to
the ground.
The bear, an adult female, was examined, fitted with ear tags
(Blue #554) and found to have no injuries. Empire Electric
employees also assisted officers in carrying the bear to a cage
for transport. The bear was given a reversal to the tranquilizer
and was standing inside the cage within minutes. The bear was
transported to public lands above Mancos where it was released.
Again, thank you to both your association and employees for your willingness to help and ensuring
a safe and successful relocation of the bear. It couldn’t have been done without you.
Sincerely,
					
Dave Harper			
District Wildlife Manager-Dolores
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6th Grade
Pumpkin Drop
Drop
Sixth-Grade
Pumpkin

On November 9, Mr. Vega’s sixth-grade class
at Dolores Middle School tested its engineering skills with the help of an Empire Electric
bucket truck. The students built creative
enclosures around pumpkins to protect them
while being dropped from a 30-foot height.
There was only one pumpkin that survived
unscathed and it is pictured here along with
the proud young man who protected it. The
Pumpkin Drop was a huge success thanks to
assisting linemen Steve Gritz and Grant Roe,
who loaded and dropped the pumpkins to
the delight of onlooking elementary students
and teachers.
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New Year’s Energy
Savings Resolutions

$
$

Resolutions You Can Afford to Keep!
It costs nothing to…
Set the water heater temperature to 120 degrees.
Close off rooms you don’t need to heat or cool.
Turn off lights when you leave a room.
Unplug electronics and chargers not in use.
Adjust your thermostat when going to bed or leaving the home.

Spend a few dollars to save a lot more …
Get a water heater blanket.
Use a programmable thermostat.
Seal air leaks around windows, doors, plumbing, etc.
Replace regular bulbs with CFL or LED light bulbs.
Use a smart power strip for electronics.
To generate more energy savings, visit EfficiencyResource.org.
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