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Energy Experts Working for You

EMPIRE ELECTRIC 2018 ANNUAL MEETING INFORMATION
BY JOSH DELLINGER || GENERAL MANAGER
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Members of Empire Electric Association:
Pull out your 2018 calendar and enter Thursday, June 14 as the date for Empire’s 2018
Annual Meeting. It is currently scheduled to
be held at Empire Electric’s Calvin Denton
Room, 801 N. Broadway, Cortez. Registration will begin at 4:30 p.m. with the meeting
beginning at 5:30 p.m. This will be a business
meeting only. Members who attend will get a
$10 credit on their electric bill. If it becomes
apparent that a large number of members
will attend, the location may change and you
will be notified of the change.
If you are interested in serving on Empire’s
seven-member board of directors, our bylaws
require the following qualifications to become or remain a director. The director shall:
• Be a member of the cooperative.
• Be a bona fide resident of the district
represented.
• Be a citizen of the United States of
America.
• Be at least 18 years of age.
• Not be an employee of the cooperative.
One district seat is open for election in
2018. That district is District 3 (William
C. Bauer, incumbent), broadly described as
follows:
DISTRICT 3
Generally the center Montezuma County
portion of the system. The eastern boundary
is Montezuma County Road 29 or the section
lines along which Road 29 runs. The northern
boundary begins at the intersection of Montezuma County Road M and County Road 29,
then west along County Road M, north along
State Highway 145 to County Road P, then
west along Montezuma County Road P to
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County Road 21, then north along Montezuma County Road 21 for 1 mile, then west
along the section lines between Montezuma
County Roads P and S to the intersection of
section lines along which Montezuma County
Road 18 runs. The western boundary is the
section lines along which Montezuma County
Road 18 runs south to the section lines along
which Montezuma County Road M runs. The
southern boundary is the section lines along
which Montezuma County Road M runs east
to Montezuma County Road 23, south approximately 2 miles to the section lines along
which Empire Street in Cortez runs and then
east to the section lines along which Montezuma County Road 29 runs.
The map below will give you an idea if
your bona fide residence is within District
3. If you are interested, call 970-565-4444
or stop by Empire’s
headquarters at 801 N.
Broadway in Cortez.
Ask for me or Denise
Rosenbaugh. Once
you are assured you
qualify, pick up an
official nominating
petition form to get
your name on the
2018 ballot.
Nominations are
by petition only and
must include the
signature of at least
15 members of the cooperative whose bona
fide residences are
within your district.
Qualifying candidates

must file the official nominating petition
with the cooperative’s secretary within a 45day window beginning March 16, 2018, and
ending April 30, 2018. The secretary will post
a list of qualifying nominees at the end of the
workday on April 30, 2018.
Each member of the cooperative is entitled
to one vote on all issues properly brought
before the membership, including the election of directors. Members may vote either
in person at the annual meeting or through
mail-in ballots. Mail voting shall be through
ballots provided by the cooperative and shall
be received by 5 p.m., June 8, 2018. All members are strongly encouraged to vote.
Again, please contact me or Denise Rosenbaugh if you have any questions. We hope to
see you at the meeting.
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MARCH CO-OP PHOTO CONTEST WINNER

CO-OP CALENDAR
MARCH 9, 2018 –
The March 9 meeting of the EEA board
of directors will begin at 8:30 a.m. at EEA
headquarters in Cortez. The agenda is
posted 10 days in advance of the meeting at www.eea.coop. All members are
reminded that public comment is heard at
the beginning of the meeting.
MARCH 11, 2018 –
Daylight saving time begins. Remember to
spring forward and set clocks ahead one
hour.
MARCH 15-17, 2018 –
Stop by the Four States Ag Expo and
visit Empire’s booth for information and
giveaways.
MARCH 17, 2018 –
St. Patrick’s Day.

Dolores Canyon Overlook by Carla Fox
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MARCH 20, 2018 –
First day of spring.
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MY CO-OP ADVANTAGE

MY CO-OP EMPLOYEES

Empire Electric and Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association give
rebates on new Energy Star appliances. For the complete list and rebate
amounts, visit the website at www.eea.coop. Turn in your receipt and Energy
Star Energy Guide label within 120 days of purchase to be eligible for a credit.

Congratulations to Lauren Ralstin who
accepted the position of staff secretary
and started on February 5. Lauren has
lived in the area most of her life and
was employed by Montezuma-Cortez
School District for 20 years. She has
three grown children, two sons and a
daughter.

OUT OF REACH
OF CHILDREN
Ensure your children are protected from the electrical
service connection to your home. Keep ladders and long
poles stowed and away from youngsters who might be
tempted to use them to reach the wires connected to
your house. If you added a room addition or deck, make
sure the service connection remains well out of reach.
Contact Empire Electric if you are unsure the
distance is safe.
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2018 FARM BILL UPDATE
BY DAN RIEDINGER

E

Every five years, the U.S. Congress considers the Farm Bill, a bill that has huge
implications for America’s electric cooperatives, including Empire Electric. The bill
sets food and agriculture policy for the
entire nation, affecting everything from
what crops are grown to funding for food
nutrition programs. The Farm Bill is due
to be reauthorized by the federal government this year.
The Farm Bill is about much more
than agriculture policy. It promotes rural
economic development and allows co-ops
to finance basic electrification activities,
deploy high-speed communications and
enhance smart grid technologies. Through
the National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association, our national service organization, America’s electric cooperatives are
working to ensure lawmakers in Washington, D.C., know what our priorities are for
the 2018 Farm Bill. Here are a few.
Rural broadband
Increasing high-speed internet access in
rural communities is a priority for many
co-ops. Broadband access isn’t a luxury.
It’s a necessity. But 34 million Americans
in mostly rural areas lack access to highspeed internet. Co-ops asked Congress
to use the Farm Bill to provide significant
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funding for broadband loans and grants
to all viable internet providers, including
cooperatives.
Economic development
Co-ops aren’t just electricity providers.
They are engines of economic development, powering and empowering the
communities they serve. The Farm Bill’s
Rural Economic Development Loan and
Grant Program is an important source
of financing for economic development
projects in rural communities. Over the
last two decades, electric cooperatives
partnered with community stakeholders
on hundreds of projects to renovate hospitals, build libraries and expand businesses. Co-ops are asking Congress to ensure
ample funding for this program in the next
Farm Bill and beyond.
Innovation
Not-for-profit electric co-ops are natural
incubators of innovation because they are
driven solely by the needs of members like
you. The U.S. Department of Agriculture
runs a number of programs that help fund
innovative projects, including the
Rural Energy for America Program and
Rural Energy Savings Program. Co-ops
use these programs to save members

money by financing investments in energy
efficiency, constructing new renewable
energy resources and deploying electric
grid modernization technologies. REAP
and RESP help ensure that co-ops are
poised to meet the evolving needs of
their members.
USDA Rural Development
The health of our nation is dependent
on a healthy rural America. Rural America
grows most of the food, generates much
of the power and manufactures many of
the goods consumed by the nation. The
USDA’s Rural Development office operates many different programs that provide
fundamental assistance to those rural
communities. Co-ops are asking Congress
to maintain strong rural development in
the Farm Bill to reaffirm the importance of
these programs.
We look forward to working with
Congress and other stakeholders to
pass a Farm Bill that promotes economic
growth in rural America and allows co-ops
to continue meeting the needs of their
members.
Dan Riedinger writes on consumer and
cooperative affairs for the National Rural
Electric Cooperative Association.
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